ELFSTEDENTOCHT

By Sigmund Hov Moen

This legendary skating competition which follows a 200 km long ice-course through 11 towns/villages in the north-eastern part of Holland starting and ending in Leuwarden, has been arranged 15 times. The first race took place on the 2. January 1909.

Since then the the Elfstedentocht (also called the dutch desease) has been arranged  at the following dates:
 
2. January 1909
            7. February 1912

            27. January 1917

            12. February 1929

            16. December 1933    (The first date for the race and the only race in December )

            30. January 1940

            6. February 1941

            22. January 1942

            8. February 1947

            23. February 1954

            14. February 1956

            18. January 1963

            21. February 1985

            26. February 1986      (The latest date for the race)

            4. January 1997

Statistics

 Month


No of Races
December      

 1

January           

6

February         

8

Temperature facts for Leuwarden

Of course the last autumn temperature is of great importance. So is also the December mean.

Unfortunelately our temperature series for Leuwarden starts in 1950.

You can study the statistics down below (YB=Year before):

(The year average for Leeuwarden based on the years 1950-2009 is 9.14 degrees)

Year  
Avg YB
Autumn YB
Dec YB
Jan
Feb
Run date
1954
9.35

11.0

4.9

0.3
-1.8
Feb 23. 

1956
8.35

10.4

4.2

1.7
-6.3
Feb 14. 
1963
7.72

9.2

-0.6

-6.1
-4.6
Jan 18. 
1985
9.68

10.6

3.5

-2.8
-0.8
Feb 21.
1986
8.95

10.7

3.9

1.6
-3.9
Feb 26.
1997
7.66

9.5

0.0

-1.4
4.8
Jan 04. 
2009
9.93

11.4

2.0

?
?
?
The numbers show that you of course need 20-30 cold day in front of a competition.

December 2009 was quite cold, but the 2009 average was very high. So was the autumn 2009 as a whole. To get the race rolling the organizer need a January mean not higher than -1 degrees.

Some graphics at the end
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