KING WINTERS HALL OF FAME IN NORWAY
Av Sigmund Hov Moen

(Datakilde: met.no)

Norwegians like to think of themselves as very competitive people. And of course they like to finish at the top of the lists. If you want to please a Norwegian – start talking about the UN-based HDI index(HDI=Human Development Index). 

The report’s topic are of course fighting climate change, and human solidarity in a divided world.  Guess which country scores highest? But there are alternative talking points. Like the marvellous 1994 Lillehammer Olympics, the world’s, according to the natives, by far best novelist (Ibsen), the king of peace and Arctica (Nansen), the emperor of the Easter Island (Heyerdal) or the inventor of intelligent soccer (Olsen). 

In this quite hard and merciless winter on the northern hemisphere we shall however focus on another national pecularity; Norwegian’s extraordinary strong attraction to severe cold. Even if they can’t compete with the Vostok Base in Antarctica or the Russian city Verkhojansk, they have established their own socalled Fimbul-vinter data base. (The word “Fimbulvinter”, a word from the Old Norse language, means the winter coming just before Armageddon).

Down below we have copied some lines from these rather severe annals. The copy criteria being that the minimum temperature for each day to be included is below -45 degrees Celsius. The data source is of course the Norwegian Meteorological Institute. 

While top level soccer is a competition between Barcelona, Real, Manchester United, Chelsa, Bayern Munich, Boca Juniors, Inter Milan and Lyon, King Winter’s Champions league in Norway consists of Karasjok, Kautokeino, Røros, Levajok, Pasvik, Tynset, Drevsjø and Lesjaskog. These rather small and introvert communities are each year looking forward to January and February, blue sky, high air pressure and hopefully low temperature readings. And the possibility to beat their rivals.
AFTER 1959
The lowest temperature measured in Norway during the last 50 years is -51.2 degrees (28. Jan 1999). The winner is Karasjok, a Lapp community on N71. The last part of January 1999 is together with February 1966 the jewel in King Winter’s crown in Norway.  (30 readings).  
Even if the results are quite impressive, the southern part of Norway is forced to play second fiddle most of the time. It’s best effort so far all hail from the central inland:
Drevsjø (-47,0, 10.Jan 1987)
Tynset (-46,1 1.Jan 1979)
Røros (45,8 1.Jan 1979)

Lesjaskog (45,0 6. Jan 1982)
RUNNERS UP
Of course there are lots of runners up. Communities not on the station list of the official Meteorological Institute all the time tries to impress with unofficial readings. On New Year’s Eve in 1987 the Sokna Community not far from the capital Oslo claimed to have broken the dream limit, 50 degrees below. The result was unfortunately not officially recognized and as a consequence not added to the Fimbul list. Low readings may also be of the no numeric type. In Stuggudal not far from the Swedish border the measuring station was equipped with a rather old fashioned mercury thermometer. The mercury froze and the condition had to be  described with words. The following sentence was chosen:“It was so cold that even the lawyers had to keep the hands in their own pockets”.
LIVING MEMORY
Living memory when it comes to weather is by meteorologists said to be 7 years. That might be the reason for the big letters on the newspaper front pages these days, describing the merciless cold wave hitting us. The list below shows however that it by no means can coop with the old extrems.

No sense of history is in many respects regarded as a serious handicap. That goes obviously when it comes to describing severe winters as well.
THE FIMBUL LIST

STATION



DISTR.
DATE

TEMP.

KARASJOK
 


FINNMARK 
01.01.1886 
-51,4 

KARASJOK

 

FINNMARK 
31.12.1885 
-51,3 

KARASJOK

 

FINNMARK 
28.01.1999 
-51,2 

KAUTOKEINO


 
FINNMARK 
27.01.1999 
-50,3 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
04.02.1881 
-50,3 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
15.01.1881 
-50,3 

RØROS




SØR-TR.LAG
13.01.1914 
-50,3 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
27.01.1999 
-50,2 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
16.01.1881 
-50,2 

KARASJOK 



FINNMARK 
02.02.1966 
-50 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
29.01.1999 
-50 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
11.01.1918 
-50 

KARASJOK CUOVDDATMOHKKI
FINNMARK 
28.01.1999 
-49,8 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
05.02.1881 
-49,8 

KARASJOK CUOVDDATMOHKKI
FINNMARK 
27.01.1999 
-49,7 

KAUTOKEINO


 
FINNMARK 
28.01.1999 
-49,6 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
26.01.1881 
-49,2 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
03.02.1966 
-49,2 

KAUTOKEINO


 
FINNMARK 
03.02.1966 
-48,8 

PASVIK SØR-VARANGER 

FINNMARK 
01.02.1966 
-48,7 

KARASJOK CUOVDDATMOHKKI 
FINNMARK 
26.01.1999 
-48,7 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
01.02.1966 
-48,6 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
10.01.1918 
-48,5 

KAUTOKEINO


 
FINNMARK 
02.02.1966 
-48,5 

KAUTOKEINO


 
FINNMARK 
26.01.1999 
-48,2 

SIHCCAJAVRI KAUTOKEINO
 
FINNMARK 
02.02.1966 
-47,8 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
13.01.1893 
-47,5 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
26.12.1947 
-47,4 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
26.01.1999 
-47,4 

SIHCCAJAVRI KAUTOKEINO
 
FINNMARK 
03.02.1966 
-47,4 

KARASJOK 



FINNMARK 
25.12.1947 
-47,2 

KARASJOK CUOVDDATMOHKKI
FINNMARK 
29.01.1999 
-47,1 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
10.02.1893 
-47,1 

DREVSJØ ENGERDAL 


HEDMARK 
10.01.1987 
-47 

PASVIK SØR-VARANGER 

FINNMARK 
09.02.1966 
-47 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
04.01.1966 
-47 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
31.12.1904 
-46,8 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
10.12.1885 
-46,7 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
03.02.1881 
-46,5 

PASVIK SØR-VARANGER 

FINNMARK 
02.02.1966 
-46,5 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
26.12.1961 
-46,4 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
25.01.1999 
-46,4 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
28.12.1961 
-46,2 

TYNSET - STØEN TYNSET 

HEDMARK 
01.01.1979 
-46,1 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
22.01.1924 
-46 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
09.01.1918 
-46 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
04.02.1917 
-46 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
03.02.1917 
-46 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
31.12.1939 
-46 

RØROS 
 


SØR-TR.LAG 
01.01.1979 
-45,8 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
08.01.1905 
-45,8 

TYNSET - STØEN TYNSET 

HEDMARK 
08.01.1982 
-45,7 

TYNSET - STØEN TYNSET 

HEDMARK 
06.01.1982 
-45,7 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
06.01.1917 
-45,7 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
09.12.1885 
-45,7 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
18.01.1918 
-45,7 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
18.02.1963 
-45,6 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
02.01.1893 
-45,6 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
27.12.1961 
-45,6 

DREVSJØ ENGERDAL 


HEDMARK 
11.01.1987 
-45,5 

SIHCCAJAVRI-KAUTOKEINO 

FINNMARK 
28.01.1999 
-45,5 

SUOLOVUOPMI-KAUTOKEINO 
FINNMARK 
02.02.1966 
-45,5 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
28.01.1978 
-45,4 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
05.02.1912 
-45,4 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
29.01.1881 
-45,3 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
27.12.1885 
-45,3 

SIHCCAJAVRI-KAUTOKEINO 

FINNMARK 
27.01.1999 
-45,2 

RØROS 
 


SØR-TR.LAG 
11.01.1987 
-45,2 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
06.02.1912 
-45,2 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
04.03.1888 
-45,2 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
09.01.1885 
-45,1 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
10.01.1976 
-45 

TYNSET - STØEN TYNSET 

HEDMARK 
07.01.1982 
-45 

PASVIK SØR-VARANGER 

FINNMARK 
16.02.1970 
-45 

PASVIK SØR-VARANGER 

FINNMARK 
26.12.1961 
-45 

LESJASKOG LESJA 


OPPLAND 
06.01.1982 
-45 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
19.02.1917 
-45 

KAUTOKEINO

 

FINNMARK 
04.01.1966 
-45 

KAUTOKEINO

 

FINNMARK 
03.01.1966 
-45 

KARASJOK



FINNMARK 
25.01.1980 
-45 

LEVAJOK - EVJEN DEATNU-TANA
FINNMARK 
16.02.1970 
-45 

LEVAJOK



FINNM

16.02.1970 
-45 

